This matter is being dealt with by:
Nina Wilson
Reference: BAS18342
T 0115 977 3793
E nina.wilson@nottscc.gov.uk
W nottinghamshire.gov.uk

Sent via email to:
Planning@bassetlaw.gov.uk
27th April 2018
Dear Sir/Madam
Ref: 18/00342/OUT – Outline planning application with Some Matters Reserved (approval
being sought for Layout and Scale) for residential development of 10 dwellings, Woodlea, 55
Bawtry Rd, Blyth
Thank you for your letter dated 13th April 2018 requesting strategic planning observations on the above
outline planning application. I have consulted with my colleagues across relevant divisions of the
County Council and have the following comments to make.
National Planning Context
In terms of the County Council’s responsibilities the following elements of national planning policy
and guidance are of particular relevance.
Waste
The National Planning Policy for Waste (NPPW) sets out the Government’s ambition to work towards
more sustainable and efficient resource management in line with the waste hierarchy. Positive
planning is seen as key to delivering these waste ambitions through supporting sustainable
development. This includes ensuring that waste management is considered alongside other spatial
planning concerns and helping to secure the re-use and recovery of waste wherever possible.
Paragraph 8 of the NPPW states that:
‘When determining planning applications, all planning authorities should ensure that:
- the likely impact of proposed non-waste related development on existing waste management
facilities, and on sites and areas allocated for waste management, is acceptable and does not
prejudice the implementation of the waste hierarchy and/or the efficient operation of such facilities;
- new, non-waste development makes sufficient provision for waste management and promotes
good design to secure the integration of waste management facilities with the rest of the
development, and, in less developed areas, with the local landscape. This includes providing
adequate waste storage facilities at residential premises, for example by ensuring that there is
sufficient and discrete provision for bins, to facilitate a high quality, comprehensive and
frequent household collection service;

- the handling of waste arising from the construction and operation of development maximises
reuse/recovery opportunities and minimises off-site disposal.’
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In Nottinghamshire, relevant policies are set out in the Nottinghamshire and Nottingham
Replacement Waste Local Plan: Part 1 – Waste Core Strategy (December 2013).

Minerals
Section 13 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) covers the sustainable use of
minerals. Paragraph 142 points out that minerals are ‘essential to support sustainable economic
growth and our quality of life.’
Paragraph 143 requires that, in preparing Local Plans, local planning authorities should:

-

‘define Mineral Safeguarding Areas and adopt appropriate policies in order that known
locations of specific minerals resources of local and national importance are not needlessly
sterilised by non-minerals development, whilst not creating a presumption that resources
defined will be worked; and define Mineral Consultations Areas based on these Minerals
Safeguarding Areas;

-

set out policies to encourage the prior extraction of minerals, where practicable and
environmentally feasible, if it is necessary for non-mineral development to take place’.

In Nottinghamshire, these areas are defined in the emerging Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan
and supported by Policy DM13, which also covers prior extraction.
In terms of the role of local planning authorities in planning for minerals, paragraph 144 of the NPPF
states that:
‘When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should:

-

not normally permit other development proposals in mineral safeguarding areas where they
might constrain potential future use for these purposes’.

The national Planning Practice Guidance provides further information on the role of district councils
in this regard, stating that ‘they have an important role in safeguarding minerals in 3 ways:

-

-

having regard to the local minerals plan when identifying suitable areas for non-mineral
development in their local plans. District Councils should show Mineral Safeguarding Areas
on their policy maps;
in those areas where a mineral planning authority has defined a Minerals Consultation Area,
consulting the mineral planning authority and taking account of the local minerals plan before
determining a planning application on any proposal for non-minerals development within it;
and
when determining planning applications, doing so in accordance with development policy on
minerals safeguarding, and taking account of the views of the mineral planning authority on
the risk of preventing minerals extraction.’

Transport
Paragraphs 29-41 of the NPPF address the issue of sustainable transport. The NPPF requires all
developments which generate significant amounts of movement to be supported by an appropriate
Transport Assessment and a Travel Plan. It also states that it should be ensured that such
developments are ‘located where the need to travel will be minimised and the use of sustainable
transport modes can be maximised’.
Education provision
Paragraph 72 states that:
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‘The Government attaches great importance to ensuring that a sufficient choice of school places is
available to meet the needs of existing and new communities. Local planning authorities should take
a proactive, positive and collaborative approach to meeting this requirement, and to development
that will widen choice in education. They should:
-

give great weight to the need to create, expand or alter schools; and
work with schools promoters to identify and resolve key planning issues before applications
are submitted.’

County Planning Context
Transport and Flood Risk Management
The County Council as Highway Authority and Local Lead Flood Authority is a statutory consultee to
Local Planning Authorities and therefore makes separate responses on the relevant highway and
flood risk technical aspects for planning applications. In dealing with planning applications the
Highway Authority and Local Lead Flood Authority will evaluate the applicants proposals specifically
related to highway and flood risk matters only. As a consequence developers may in cases where
their initial proposal raise concern or are unacceptable amend their initial plans to incorporate
revisions to the highway and flood risk measures that they propose. The process behind this can be
lengthy and therefore any initial comments on these matters may eventually be different to those
finally made to the Local Planning Authority. In view of this and to avoid misleading information
comments on planning applications made by the Highway Authority and Local Lead Flood Authority
will not be incorporated into this letter. However should further information on the highway and flood
risk elements be required contact should be made directly with the Highway Development Control
Team and the Flood Risk Management Team to discuss this matter further with the relevant officers
dealing with the application.
Minerals and Waste
Minerals
In relation to the Minerals Local Plan, there are no Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas
covering or in close proximity to the site. There are no current or permitted minerals sites close to
the application site. Therefore, the County Council does not wish to raise any objections to the
proposal from a minerals perspective.
Waste
In terms of the Waste Core Strategy, there are no existing waste sites within the vicinity of the site
whereby the proposed development could cause an issue in terms of safeguarding existing waste
management facilities (as per Policy WCS10). As set out in Policy WCS2 ‘Waste awareness,
prevention and re-use’ of the Waste Core Strategy, the development should be ‘designed,
constructed and implemented to minimise the creation of waste, maximise the use of recycled
materials and assist the collection, separation, sorting, recycling and recovery of waste arising from
the development.’ In accordance with this, as the proposal is likely to generate significant volumes
of waste through the development or operational phases, it would be useful for the application to be
supported by a waste audit. Specific guidance on what should be covered within a waste audit is
provided within paragraph 049 of the Planning Practice Guidance.
Rights of Way
Appendix 1 shows a copy of the working copy of the Definitive Map, indicating the recorded public
rights of way in the vicinity of the proposed development site, for your reference.
No public rights of way are recorded adjacent to or over the proposed development site.
This does not preclude unrecorded public rights being proven to exist at a later date.
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These comments have been provided by Via East Midlands Limited, on behalf of Nottinghamshire
County Council, through Via’s continuing role of providing operational services on behalf of the
County Council.
Travel and Transport
Bus Service Support
Transport & Travel Services has conducted an initial assessment of this site in the context of the
local public transport network. Frequent services are provided Stagecoach. Services 25 and 29 form
part of the’ Bassetlaw Belles’ network which whilst being predominantly commercial do receive Local
Authority funder support to increase frequencies. These services provide links to Doncaster,
Worksop and Retford.
At this time it is not envisaged that contributions towards local bus service provision will be sought.
Infrastructure
The current infrastructure observations from Transport & Travel Services photographic records are
as follows:
BA1007 The Woodlands- No Infrastructure
BA0585 The Woodlands – Both Ways Bus Stop Pole.
Transport & Travel Services would request a contribution via a Section 106 agreement for Bus Stop
Improvements to the value of £5,000. This will be used towards improvements to the above bus
stops to promote sustainable travel.
Justification
The current level of facilities at the specified bus stops are not at the standard set out in the Council’s
Transport Statement for Funding. Improvements are necessary to achieve an acceptable standard
to promote sustainable travel, and make the development acceptable in planning terms. The above
contribution would improve the standard of bus stop infrastructure in the vicinity of the development
and could be used for, but not limited to; Real Time Bus Stop Poles & Displays including Associated
Electrical Connections, Extended Hardstands/Footways, Polycarbonate or Wooden Bus Shelters,
Solar Lighting, Raised Boarding Kerbs, Lowered Access Kerbs and Enforceable Bus Stop
Clearways.
The improvements would be at the nearest bus stops which are situated close to the site, so are
directly related to the development, and are fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the
development (10 dwellings).
Developer contributions
Should the application proceed, the County Council will seek developer contributions in relation to
its responsibilities in line with the Council’s adopted Planning Obligations Strategy and the Developer
Contributions Team will work with the applicant and the Local Planning Authority to ensure all
requirements are met. Please contact Andrew Norton, Developer Contributions Practitioner in the
first instance (andrew.norton@nottscc.gov.uk or 0115 9939309) with any queries regarding
developer contributions.
It is anticipated that details of any developer contributions sought by the County Council will be
provided as soon as possible. Any developer contributions sought will be necessary in order for the
proposed development to be considered acceptable and as such the County Council will wish to
raise objections to this application unless these contributions will be secured.
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Should any developer contributions be sought in relation to the County Council’s responsibilities it
is considered essential that the County Council is a signatory to any legal agreement arising as a
result of the determination of this planning application.
Conclusion
It should be noted that all comments contained above could be subject to change, as a result of
ongoing negotiations between the County Council, the Local Planning Authority and the applicants.
These comments are based on the information supplied and are without prejudice to any comments
the County Council may make on any future planning applications submitted for this site.
Should you require any further assistance in relation to any of these matters please do not hesitate
to contact me.
Yours faithfully
Nina Wilson
Principal Planning Officer
Nottinghamshire County Council
This document is unsigned as it is electronically forwarded. If you require a signed copy, then
please contact the sender.
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